
the experiment: the airplane that flies forever

How to Build It

	 STEP ONE: Photocopy the glider pattern shown below 

and cut it out. You can also download the pattern from 

EepyBird.com and print it out. 

	 STEP TWO: Remove a nonessential page from a phone 

book and lay the pattern on top of it. Phone book paper 

is just the right weight for this experiment—tissue paper 

is too flimsy and regular paper is too heavy. 

Using 2 small pieces of Scotch tape, tape the ends of 

the pattern to the phone book paper. Using scissors, 

cut around the pattern to get a rectangle of phone book 

paper with the corners cut off, but leave two little points 

where the tape attaches the pattern to the paper. You’ll 

cut off those points shortly, but for now, you want to 

keep the pattern and the phone book paper sandwiched 

together so you can fold them both together along the 

lines shown on the pattern. 

	 STEP THREE: Fold both ends up 90 degrees, about 11⁄2" 

in from the end (where the dotted lines are on the 

pattern). 

	 STEP FO

	 STEP FIVE: Now that the glider is folded, you can cut 

off the two points where the tape holds the pattern to 

the phone book paper. Separate the pattern from the 

phone book paper. You’re done with the pattern, and 

your glider is now complete.

Materials

■■ the glider pattern on this page

OR

■■ the glider pattern from EepyBird.com (that you 
can download for free)

■■ 81⁄2" x 11" printer paper (if you’re downloading the 
digital image)

■■ page from a phone book

■■ Scotch tape

■■ 2' x 2' or larger piece of cardboard (at least as big 
as the top of a large pizza box)

Tools

■■ scissors 

■■ printer (if you’re downloading the digital image)
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